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According to an announcement by the Paraguayan government on the evening of Feb. 14, Gen.
Alfredo Stroessner was elected by 87% of the voters, marking his eighth term in office (1988-1993).
Earlier in the day, Interior Minister Sabino Montanaro said Stroessner captured more than 90% of
the votes. Stroessner has ruled Paraguay since 1954 when he led a military coup. Candidates of two
opposition parties formally challenged the general, but few Paraguayans reportedly appeared to
know their names. Only Stroessner's posters and slogans were observed in the streets of Asuncion.
Over a dozen opposition leaders, including head of the Liberal Radical Authentic Party Domingo
Laino, were arrested early Sunday en route to a rally in the city of Caaguazu, 178 km. east of
Asuncion. After he was released late in the day, Laino told reporters that the 1988 elections would
be Paraguay's last "electoral farce," and that the year would also be Gen. Stroessner's last. In a
public opinion poll cited by the New York Times (02/14/88), of 1,410 people questioned, 42.8% said
they would vote for Stroessner, while 31.3% said they would abstain and 11.6% would annul their
ballots. In the poll, the two opposition candidates received only a total 1.9% of the vote. Opposition
parties and civic groups, most labeled "illegal" by the government, had formed a loose coalition
known as the Committee for Free Elections. In the past six weeks, the coalition urged Paraguayans
to abstain from voting or annul their ballots. (Government workers must demonstrate that they
have voted. Casting a blank ballot was recommended especially for them.) Committee leaders
reiterated before, during and after the elections that regardless of how many Paraguayans in reality
abstain from voting or cast null ballots, the government would falsely claim a huge proportion of
votes cast for Gen. Stroessner. On election day, police forces confiscated Argentine and Brazilian
daily newspapers at the international airport in Asuncion, apparently because they contained
articles on the Paraguayan political situation two days before the elections. Among the confiscated
newspapers were the Argentine daily La Nacion, and Brazilian newspapers Estado de Sao Paulo
and Jornal do Brasil. A demonstration on the morning of Feb. 13 took place in downtown Asuncion.
Like most previous demostrations, it was broken up by police using clubs and tear gas. However,
no opposition leaders were arrested at that time. During a speech on Feb. 12, Gen. Stroessner
said the government would not tolerate "those seeking to transform the current judicial order by
turning freedom into licentiousness." He added that persons who abstained from voting would be
punished. In response to Stroessner's warning, Archbishop of Asuncion Ismael Rolon said, "If one
is compelled to vote, the electoral process cannot be called democratic." (Basic data from several
sources, including Prensa Latina, AFP, AP, New York Times)
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